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Connotation Construction and Implementation of University Teachers’
Professional Ethics
——A Comparative Study between China and the United States

XU Lan LI Lin

Abstract: China and the United States differ in the understanding of the roles of university teachers, that is, our country focuses on the
“moral” level of teachers’ internal virtues and conscience, while the United States focuses on the “ethical” level required by external
social norms. The difference in epistemology results in different ways of supervising teachers’ moral misconduct in the two countries.
In order to better fulfill teachers’ responsibility in moral education, the construction and implementation of Chinese university
teachers’ code of conduct can draw on the experience of the professional ethics of American university teachers. Based on the three
main responsibilities and quality-over-quantity principle, rigorous and detailed ethical norms for teachers, especially the guiding code
of conduct for supervisors, should be formulated. It is also necessary to establish systems to ensure the implementation of teacher
morality, including professional service departments, diversified levels and types of training, and improved punishment systems
for misconduct. This paper puts forward a way to improve professional ethics of university teachers in China, that is, to enrich the
hierarchical connotation of teachers’ morality, establish a standardized, transparent, and fair system, and give full play to the practical
wisdom of teachers.

Key words: strengthen moral education and cultivate people; teachers’ morality; teachers’ professional ethics; academic responsibility
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