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On the Position and Mission of Guanzhong in the Development of Yellow
River Culture

REN Zongzhe

Abstract: Guanzhong (Central Shaanxi) is an important natural, cultural, and geographic area which arouses the Chinese nation’s historical

memory and cultural identity. As an alluvial plain formed by the Wei River along mountains, the vast Guanzhong Plain has been rich in

natural resources. From prehistoric Yangshao culture to the Chinese cultural genes created in the Zhou, Qin, Han, and Tang Dynasties, over

the historical course of 3,000 years, Guanzhong has experienced three cycles of ups and downs. Guanzhong is doubtlessly a microcosm of

Yellow River culture and even Chinese culture which wax and wane. Guanzhong is known as the home to the root of Yellow River culture,

the origin of Chinese civilization, a major source of Chinese agricultural civilization, and a center of national capital city culture. Today in the

new era, on the Chinese nation’s great rejuvenating journey, with the ecological protection and high-quality development of the Yellow River

Valley, Guanzhong embraces its fourth crucial opportunity to rise. The glorious Yellow River cultural genes that originate in Guanzhong need

to be decoded and transformed into new-era cultural signs with national memory and spirit, thus facilitating the rejuvenation of Guanzhong in

the national strategic development of the Yellow River in the new era.

Key words: Guanzhong; Yellow River culture; civilization cradle; cultural root; rejuvenation
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